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PREFATORY NOTE. 

Not the least of Thomas Jefferson's services to his country was the 
preservation of so many of the ancient records of Virginia. These 
records and his assistance made Hening's Statutes at Large of Virginia 
possible, and it is highly probable that without his care the records of 
the Virginia Company would not have been preserved. 

One series of records, yet only partially in print, and which would 
certainly have been burnt in 1865 with so many other old Virginia re- 
cords in the General Court House at Richmond, comprises the minutes 
or journals of the Council and General Court beginning in 1622. These, 
like the other Virginia records in Jefferson's collection, passed with his 
library to the Library of Congress. 

Stith, writing in 1736, doubtless with these very minutes and others 
like them in view, said "Those which have survived Flames and injuries 
of Time, have been so carelessly kept and so broken interrupted and 
deficient, have been so mangled by Moths and Worms, and lie in such 
confused and jumbled State (at least the most ancient of them) being 
bundled together in single Leaves and Sheets in Books out in Binding." 

If this was the case in 1736, there was certainly no improvement in 
1901, when these records were removed from the old to the new Library 
of Congress. Virginians and all interested in the early history of 
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America, should be deeply grateful to the authorities of the Library 
of Congress for the attention which has been given these papers. At a 
very considerable expense and with the utmost care and skill a consid- 
erable portion of these minutes have been secured from farther injury 
and made accessible to students. Other portions are still to receive 
such attention. 

The President of this Society, in his last annual report, told how long 
we have been anxious to print these valuable records in our Magazine and 
the difficulties which have stood in the way. Last year Mr. Putnam, the 
Librarian of Congress, and Mr. Hunt, Chief of the Manuscript Division, 
gave their consent to our publishing the journals, and the accomplish- 
ment of our purpose was finally made possible by Mr. Lothrop Withing- 
ton of London, England, who offered to make the Society a gift of a 
copy made by himself. The character of the writing and the condition 
of the books make correct copying a work for an expert. The Society 
is grateful to all of the gentlemen named. 

These Council and General Court records are of especial interest, as 
they begin at a critical period in the history of Virginia— immediately 
after the great Indian Massacre of 1622, and extend over a period during 
which we have but little detailed information in regard to the inner life 
of the Colony. We know something of public events, of the war with 
Indians and the actions of Assembly, but very little in regard to the 
people themselves. 

The minutes or journals to be printed contain in part the orders of 
the Governor and Council as the executive, but oftener their proceed- 
ings as a court of justice, the highest court of the Colony. 

Considerable portions of the manuscript, particularly in the begin- 
ning, are missing or illegible, but it is intended to print an accurate 
copy, line for line, including every word which remains. It will, of 
Course, be as fully annoted as may be necessary. 

In the first four or five years of the the minutes there is nothing, with 
perhaps a few exceptions, in print. Mr. Conway Robinson made partial 
extracts from 1626 and later years, which have been printed in this Mag- 
azine, III, 359-367; IV, 23-27, 154-160, 246-252. 376-379- These will not 
be reprinted unless in cases where it may be necessary to make the 
context clear. 

The Governors during the period covered by these records were Sir 
Francis Wyatt (from 1622), Sir George Yeardley (from 1626), Captain 
Francis West (from November 14, 1627), Dr. John Pott (from March 5, 
1628), and Sir John Harvey (from March, 1629-30). 

The Councillors (and ex-officio judges of the General Court) were 
Roger Smith, George Sandys, Dr. John Pott, Christopher Davison, 
William Farrar, William Tucker, Samuel Matthews, William Claiborne, 
Abraham Persey. Isaac Madison, Jabez Whitaker, William Capps, Na- 
thaniel Basse, John West, Richard Stephens, John Utie, Henry Finch 
and Christopher Cowlinge. 
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It has been thought well to preface the minutes with an historical 
sketch (or rather brief chronicle) of the Colony from 1622 to 1629. This 
sketch is derived from the contemporary documents previously published 
in this Magazine, Hening's Statutes at Large, the Records of the Virginia 
Company, Brown's First Republic and Stith's History of Virginia. 

VIRGINIA IN 11522-29. 

At the beginning of the year 1622 (according to modern style), the 
Colony of Virginia, in spite of the continued high mortality, was in 
a more prosperous condition than ever before. It contained between 
1,500 and 2,000 inhabitants settled along James River, from its mouth to 
the Falls. A peace had been established with the Indians which, it was 
believed, would be perpetual and the settlers treated them, as a rule, 
with kindness. Plans for a school at Charles City (now City Point, 
Prince George county) and a college or "university" at Henricopolis 
(Dutch Gap), were well under way; works for the production of iron, 
salt and glass had begun, as had experiments in vine-growing and silk- 
making, while tobacco had become a profitable crop to the planters. 

A legislature, composed largely of representatives of the people (the 
House of Burgesses), had been authorized and sessions held in 1619 and 
1621. The growth of population and the distance from Jamestown at 
which many of the settlers lived, made it very inconvenient to have but 
one court and early in 1622, local courts, the forerunners of the county 
courts, had been established in various hundreds and plantations, with 
appeals to the General Court at Jamestown. 

Upon a scene where there was so much of hope and promise, the 
great Indian Massacre of March 22, 1622, fell like the proverbial "bolt 
from the blue." It had been planned with consummate secrecy and 
skill by Opecancanough. Within a few hours at least 347 people, in- 
cluding six members of the Council and many of the oldest and most 
experienced colonists, had been slain. On both sides of the James 
River, from the site of the present Richmond to Newport News, the 
attack had been made at practically the same time. The settlements 
above the Appomattox had been almost exterminated and the loss else- 
where had been great. Jamestown and vicinity had been saved by the 
warning of Chanco, a Christian Indian, and various large palisaded 
settlements held their own, as did several private planters such as 
Samuel Jordan at Jordan's Journey or Beggars Bush (the present Jor- 
dans Point, Prince George), Mrs. Proctor, Daniel Gookin at Mary's 
Mount above Newport News and Edward Hill at Elizabeth City. 

For a time wild panic prevailed, but English courage and tenacity 
soon reasserted itself, the Governor, Council and the various command- 
ers did all in their power to aid and protect the people, and as soon as 
possible all were gathered in a few fortified posts, Shirley Hundred, 
Flower-de-Hundred, Jamestown, the plantations opposite, Kequotan 
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and Southampton Hundred. Many were at first anxious to abandon 
James River and retire to the Eastern Shore, but this was never seriously 
considered by the government. 

With returning courage came hope and in the letter to England an- 
nouncing the great disaster, the Virginians were able to express the 
belief that the Colony would soon rise from its depressed condition to 
greater things than it had ever attained. 

The news of the massacre was a terrible blow to the Virginia Com- 
pany, already embarrassed by its great expenditure without returns and 
by the struggle, now beginning, with the jealousy of the King, but it 
showed the same courage as the people of the Colony and replied to 
Virginia that "this Addition of Price had endeared the Purchase and 
that the Blood of those People would be the Seed of the Plantation." 
(Stith, 233) 

The terror caused by the massacre aggravated the intense desire for 
revenge for the treacherous murders done by the Indians and the horrible 
mutiliations committed on the bodies of their victims. The settlers 
came to feel that the Indians were only dangerous wild beasts with- 
out humanity or faith and that anything was justifiable which would aid 
in their destruction. In the next year, Governor Wyatt and his Council 
wrote to the Virginia Company that neither fair war nor fair quarter 
could be held with the Indians and that only breach of faith was unjus- 
tifiable in dealing with them. But this exception was not a part of the 
common feeling. Before, however, one condemns too severely these 
early Virginians, he should call to mind the feeling of the great mass of 
the English people when the news of the Indian Mutiny came. 

The distracted condition of the country naturally produced great 
scarcity of food and this and the overcrowded fortified posts caused 
an increase over the normal sickness. It is said that after the massacre 
600 people died before the end of the year. 

As soon as conditions became sufficiently settled, various expeditions 
were sent against the Indians. George Sandys fell upon the Tappahan- 
nocks opposite Jamestown, Sir George Yeardley upon the Weyanokes, 
Captain William Powell upon the Chickahominies and Captain John 
West on the Tanx Powhatans living near the Falls. Only a few of the 
nimble Indians were killed in these raids, but their houses were de- 
stroyed, fish weirs pulled up and corn taken or burnt. Sometime early 
in the summer, Captain William Tucker was sent to Opecancanough to 
procure the release of his prisoners, but only received an insolent answer. 

On June 27th, Ralph Hamor, then trading in the Potomac, made a 
treaty with Japazaws, the King of the Potomacs, for an alliance against 
Opecancanough. About July ist, Captain Isaac Madison with thirty 
men was sent to the Potomac to co-operate with Japazaws, but he was 
not as well acquainted with the tribe as Hamor had been, and not secur- 
ing their confidence, fortified himself. While waiting here he was in- 
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formed by a chief of another tribe that the Potomacs were seeking an 
opportunity to betray him. On hearing this he got possession of Japa- 
zaws and some of his chiefs, made an unexpected attack on the Potomac 
towns and killed forty people. Stith says that he was greatly censured 
for this and that Japazaws was released by the Governor. If the Poto- 
macs were acting in good faith, Madison's action was not only criminal 
but a blunder, for their aid against Opecancanough would have been 
very valuable. However the question of treachery may have been, it 
lead to disasterous results, for in the spring of 1623, when Captain 
Henry Spilman and twenty-six men were on the banks of the Potomac, 
they were attacked and all were slain. Sixty canoes tried afterwards to 
board their vessels, but were repulsed. 

In the fall, Sir George Yeardley led three hundred of the best soldiers 
in Virginia against the Nansemonds and Warrosquoiackes. The Indians 
burnt their own houses and fled, but the colonists destroyed or captured 
their corn. From Nansemond, Yeardley proceeded up the Pamunkey 
(York) River, where the Indians were pretending to desire a peace and 
to restore the prisoners, that they might save their corn. The Indians 
were attacked, but most of them escaped leaving their corn to be taken 
or destroyed. Sir George carried back 1,000 bushels and during the 
fall it is stated that 3,000 bushels more were obtained by the colonists 
through force or trade and the natives reduced to great distress. 

The Governor and Council wrote to England that in these and other 
smaller expeditions, more Indians had been killed during this fall and 
winter than during the whole history of the Colony. 

About November 20, 1622, Captain Nathaniel Butler, escaping from the 
consequences of his ill government at Bermuda, came to Virginia and 
stayed a few weeks. On his return to England he wrote his " Unmasked 
Face of Virginia," which, with truths, contained many errors and exag- 
gerations, and was calculated (and intended) to do the Colony and the 
Company great injury. It received indignant replies, both from the 
Company and from the General Assembly of Virginia. 

Early in 1623, Chanco, the Christian Indian, and Comahan, who had 
taken an active part in the massacre, came into Martin's Hundred with 
a message from the great Indian King who sent word that enough 
blood had been shed on both sides and that many of his people had 
starved and asked that he be allowed to plant corn. Comahan was put 
in irons, but Chanco sent back to tell the King that if he would return 
his captives he might quietly set his corn. Chanco only obtained the 
release of Mrs. Boys, the chief of the prisoners, who was sent in 
"appareled like one of the Indian Queens." The messenger was sent 
back again with beads for ransom by the friends of the prisoners, but 
his efforts were ineffectual. 

At the beginning of the year, the planters, when they were in bodies 
of sufficient strength, were allowed to return to their devasted planta- 
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tions, and throughout the Colony the people were busy rebuilding and 
planting. The usual sickness of the new-comers continued and much 
of it was attributed to the miserable condition of the ships which brought 
them. "Duppa's (a London brewer's) bad beer" was said to have killed 
two hundred. 

One Captain Each, who had laid before the Company a plan for build- 
ing a fort in James River near Blunt Point, and had been sent over 
at considerable expense, died with many of his men before doing 
any work. Captain Roger Smith of the Virginia Council, an old Low 
Country captain, was ordered to examine the proposed site on the 
oyster banks, but pronounced it impracticable. It was then determined 
to build on a bluff nearby. Captain Smith was placed in charge and 
men levied for the work, but expected supplies failed and many of the 
men were attacked with sickness, so the fort appears never to have been 
completed. The desire for a fort here was, of course, due to the con- 
stant fear of a Spanish attack. 

The first General Assembly since the massacre convened at James- 
town about February 29, 1623. This was the last Assembly under the 
Company's government and the last for several years. Great calamities 
are apt to turn peoples thoughts from this world and the people of the 
Seventeenth century firmly believed that such visitations were direct 
and especial punishments for their sins. Therefore much of the legisla- 
tion of this Assembly related to religious matters. The first act pre- 
scribed that in every plantation there should be a house or room set 
apart for the worship of God. The 22d of March (the anniversary of 
the massacre) was ordered to be yearly solemnized as a holy day. 
Turning to secular matters the Assembly decreed that the Governor 
should lay no taxes except by the authority of the Assembly, to be 
employed as that body should direct. Various acts for the security of 
the people were passed, such as the order that every dwelling house 
should be palisaded, that no man go abroad unless well armed, that 
there should be armed sentinels for all working parties and that due 
watch be kept at night. 

In addition to these internal regulations, the Assembly discussed 
affairs farther afield and sent several notable addresses to England. 
Soon after meeting they prepared answers to Alderman Johnson's 
"Declaration of the State of the Company during the twelve years of 
Sir Thomas Smyth's Government," and to Buller's "Unmasked Face 
of Virginia." Both of these papers had been issued in England as a 
part of the attack on the liberal Southampton-Sandys-Ferrar adminis- 
tration of the Company. The Assembly showed gratitude and staunch 
loyalty to the present administration and expressed high indignation at 
the statements of Johnson and Butler. 

As a part of King James' plan to break up the Company, certain 
commissioners, John Pory and John Harvey, together with Abraham 
Persey and Samuel Matthews (who were in Virginia) and John Jeffer- 
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son, who appears to have taken no part in the business, were appointed, 
who were to investigate conditions in the Colony and to aid in finding 
some excuse for revoking the Company's charter. On March 5th, Har- 
vey delivered to the General Assembly various orders of the Privy 
Council, &c, especially that by which the King expressed his intention 
of taking the gov ernment of the Colony into his own hands. The plan 
of government provided for by these orders made no mention of a 
House of Burgesses and was naturally very unpalatable to the Vir- 
ginians. 

The Assembly determined to ignore the commissioners and to reply 
directly to the King and Privy Council. In the letter to the Privy Coun- 
cil, the Assembly " humblie desire that the Governors that are sent over 
may not have absolute authority. We desire that the Governor may be 
restrayned as formerly to the consent of the Counsell * * * But 
above all we humbly entreat your Lordships that we may retain the 
Libertie of our General Assemblie than which nothing can more con- 
duce to our satisfaction or the publique utilitie." 

After waiting a week, the commissioners asked the Assembly why a 
reply had not been sent them and delivered to that body a petition 
which they suggested the Assembly should sign, submitting themselves 
to the King's pleasure in revoking the Company's charter and asking 
him to institute another form of government. The Assembly would 
not be trapped into such an attack on the Company and sent the peti- 
tion back to the commissioners unsigned, with the statement that they 
recognized no authority the latter had to propose such a thing and de- 
claring that it would be time enough to express an opinion on the 
charter when they were asked by proper authority. The commissioners 
who had no such authority (or at least none that they could make 
public), grumbled, but had to submit. 

The Assembly was soon dissolved and Pory, Harvey and their col- 
leagues were sent from plantation to plantation that they might obtain 
the information ordered by the Privy Council. 

The Council and Assembly had refused to give the commissioners 
copies of the papers sent to England, but before long it was discov- 
ered that they had bribed the acting secretary, Edward Sharpless, to 
violate his oath of office and give them copies. On May 20, Sharpless 
was convicted by the General Court and sentenced to stand in the 
pillory, to have his ears nailed to it and then cut off. It was afterwards 
stated that he only lost a part of one ear. When the news reached 
England, James was highly incensed with the Virginia government for 
the treatment of Sharp' ess. 

During the year the war against the Indians continued. In June, 
Captain William Tucker and twelve men went in a shallop, under 
pretence of trade, to Pamunkey. A large number of Indians came to 
the river side and when the English prisoners, for whom the Indians had 
sent, were on board, a watch word was given and the colonists fired and 
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killed some forty of the natives. In addition to this treacherous attack, 
it was also afterwards charged in England, that during this year a num- 
ber of Indians, gathered under a pretence of peace, were poisoned by 
Dr. John Pott. If this acccount is true, no details of the affair remain. 

As usual during these years, the plan of a mid-summer campaign 
against all the neighboring Indian tribes was adopted. Captain William 
Pierce had a command against the Chickahominies, Samuel Matthews 
against the Tanx Powhatans at the Falls, Nathaniel West against the Ap- 
pomattocks and the Tanx Weyanokes (near the present Weyanoke), 
and Captain Tucker against the Nansemonds and Warrosquoiackes. All 
parties attacked on July 23rd. A week later Captain Madison marched 
against the Great Weyanokes, on the south side of James River, and 
Captain Tucker a second time against the Nansemonds. In all these 
expeditions many Indians were killed and much corn destroyed, but 
farther progress was stopped by want of food for the soldiers. One of 
the chief objects of this mid-summer fighting was to destroy the Indians' 
corn at a time when it would be too late for them to make another crop. 

The massacre of Spilman and his party had taken place on March 
23rd. but apparently during the summer, the innocence of the Poto- 
macs was shown, and on November 18, Governor Wyatt, having given 
the Council full power to act in his absence, departed with a force 
under his personal command to the Potomac to arrange for trade 
and to take revenge on the Piscaticons, found to be the real authors of 
the Spilman massacre. 

During the summer George Sandys had made an agreement with the 
Potomacs to guide the whites against the Pamunkeys. On this expedi- 
tion the Governor's party slew many Indians and destroyed great quan- 
tities of corn, too far in the woods to remove. The severity of the 
weather prevented the proposed attack on the Pamunkeys. The colonial 
commanders found great difficulty in campaigning with men who had to 
maintain their families. 

In 1624, the mid-summer war was again continued. This year Gov- 
ernor Wyatt with a force of 60 men, of whom 24 were employed in cut- 
ting down corn, gained a great victory over Otiaton with the Pamunkeys 
and their confederates. The Indians were so confident of success that 
they made a great boast about it among the adjoining nations and the 
fight, which lasted two days, seems to have been the most stubborn of 
the whole war. There were stated to be 800 bowmen of the Pamunkeys, 
in addition to their allies and great resolution was shown by the 
savages, the younger men being beaten up to the fighting line by the 
older warriors. After the defeat of the Indians, the whites destroyed 
enough corn, it was estimated, to feed 4,000 men for a year. 

The health of the Colony during 1624 was good, as there were com- 
paratively few new-comers. 

In March, 1625, official information was received in Virginia of the 
revocation of the charter of the Company and also a commission dated 
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September 5, 1624, from the King, authorizing Governor Wyatt and 
various councillors to govern the Colony until farther orders. Along 
with this commission came information that the King had been very 
much incensed by the way Sharpless had been treated. The Governor 
and Council replied to the Privy Council in an independent, not to 
say tart, letter. They state that Sharpless had violated his oath of 
office; that the case had been greatly misrepresented in England and 
the Governor and Council of Virginia treated with foul and injurious 
terms, "as if we were below the condition of free men." They desire 
that they might not tread as upon thorns in all their actions, through the 
malice of their-traducers, nor be subject to their violent insultings. 

James I died April 6, 1625, and the proclamation of Charles taking the 
Virginia government into his own hands, which was dated May 23rd, con- 
tained no reference to a House of Burgesses. 

During 1625 an elaborate census was taken which showed that Vir- 
ginia contained only 1,232 inhabitants. Jamestown (which was sur- 
rounded by a palisade, with four bastions) contained 33 houses, 3 stores 
and 175 people. 

Though, under the new commission, Wyatt could not convene a 
House of Burgesses, he held several conventions or informal meetings 
of selected or elected representatives of the people, who united with 
the Governor and Council in considering public business and in signing 
letters and addresses to the English government. They were styled 
"the Governor, Council and Colony of Virginia assembled together." 
Such conventions met in June, 1625, January, 1625-6 and April, 1626. 
(Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, XV, 360, 365, 370.) 

Beginning in 1626, a number of interesting orders of the Council and 
General Court have been preserved and are in print. One made Janu- 
ary 10, recites the inconveniences which have arisen from general war- 
rants and directs that no more shall be issued It may be worth recall- 
ing in this connection that it was not until April 23, 1766, that the 
English House of Commons, at the close of the long struggle to which 
Wilkes' No. 45 of the North Briton gave rise, declared general war- 
rants illegal. 

About the time that Charles I succeeded to the throne, a war with 
Spain began and there was good reason to expect an attack on Virginia. 
On January 13, 1626, the Governor and Council formulated quite an elabo- 
rate plan of defence. Captain William Tucker, commander of Elizabeth 
City, on the news of the approach of a Spanish fleet, was to draw together 
his best men under their colors and stand the brunt of the first attack, 
while he notified the Governnr and sent the helpless men, women and 
children to Mary's Mount above Newport News. 

As Kiskiack (near the present Yorktown) was a place which afforded 
a good opportunity to annoy the Indians and also as a refuge from 
foreign enemies, the Council determined to settle it with planters able 
to defend themselves. 
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On April 3, 1627, the Council adopted an order reciting that as many 
persons had failed to prove wills and record inventories, Secretary 
Claiborne should be authorized to summon offenders to the General 
Court. On the same day Claiborne was authorized to go on a voyage 
of trade and discovery in the Bay. An order was also issued enforcing 
the act for palisading houses, &c. 

On May 17, the Governor and Council wrote to the Privy Council that 
the planters were too fond of settling on their detached private planta- 
tions and of occupying the places fronr which they had been withdrawn. 
That the Indians still had prisoners is shown by a commission to Cap- 
tain Nathaniel Bass to ransom English prisoners, probably among the 
Nansemonds. 

It must not be supposed that during these trying years the struggle 
with the Indians was confined to the regular expeditions ordered by 
the Governor. No doubt there were throughout the Colony, month 
after month and year after year, many attacks by small bodies of Indians 
and much destruction of life and property, while on the other hand there 
must have been many retaliations by bands of colonial volunteers. 

This summer, as usual, the mid-summer war was carried on. It was 
ordered that on August 1st, the people of the Neck of Land and the 
College, under Lieutenant Thomas Osborne, first in command, and 
Thomas Harris, second, should attack the Tanx Powhatans; both Shir- 
ley Hundreds, Jordan's Journey, Chaplain's Choice and Persey's Hun- 
dred, under Ensign [Francis] Epes and Mr. [Thomas] Paulett, attack 
the towns of the Weyanokes and Appomattocks; the Corporation of 
James City, under Captain [William] Pierce and Mr. Harwood, attack 
the Chickahominies and, under Captain West and Mr. Grindon, the 
Tappahannocks; Warwick River, Warrosquoiacke and Newport News, 
under Captain Matthews, to attack the Warrosquoiackes, and Elizabeth 
City, under Lieutenant Purfury [Thomas Purefoy] to assail the Nanse- 
monds, and another portion, under Ensign [Thomas] Willoby, the 
Chesapeakes. Lieutenant Peppet, in the ship Virgin, was to go into 
the Pamunkey and alarm the Indians there. These separate attacks 
again greatly weakened and wasted the Indians. 

As a farther protection, the Council on August 1, 1627, issued an order 
for paling "'the forest." This palisade ran from the James to the York, 
passing the present site of Williamsburg. An old map in the possession 
of this Society shows part of its course. 

On December 20, Governor Francis West and Council informed the 
English government of the death of Governor Yeardley in November. 
He was greatly lamented. 

In the fall of 1627, Charles I, yielding to the wishes of the Virginia 
people, permitted the continuance of the House of Burgesses. This 
good news reached Jamestown. on March 4, 1628, and the Governor at 
once called an Assembly which met before the 26th of the month. The 
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proceedings of this Assembly related chiefly to a proposed tobacco 
contract with the King (his desire for the contract being perhaps his 
chief reason for authorizing an Assembly). The Assembly offered to 
contract for all tobacco at 3 shillings, 6d. a pound in Virginia or 4 shil- 
lings in England, but the bargain was never completed. There was 
this year a good crop of tobacco, but a short one of corn. 

On March 7, commissions were issued for monthly courts, with appeals 
to Jamestown. The commissioners (justices) of the lower courts were 
to keep records of orders, judgments and other matters of note. 

On August 12, 1628, it was determined that a peace should be made 
with the Indians* until the prisoners could be recovered. 

At the October meeting of the Council a number of important orders 
were made ( Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, III, 359-363). 

One was a renewal of the command to palisade dwelling houses. As 
Abraham Persey had many houses palisaded on his dividend, and the 
whole neck paled, with ten or twelve pieces of ordnance mounted, he 
was exempted from the order. 

Another order of more permanent interest required that when a death 
occurred, an inventory of the estate of the deceased was to be taken and 
returned to the next quarter court at Jamestown and that all wills should 
be proved as soon as possible. All sales of land and deeds of gift were 
to be brought into court at Jamestown and recorded and enrolled within 
a year and a day after the date thereof. There may have been public 
recordation of deeds before this, the earliest date which has been noted, 
but even this thoroughly refutes the silly statement, which has been 
made in print, that the custom of such recordation was introduced into 
America from Holland through New England. 

In July, 1629, as usual, divers commissions were issued "to go against 
the Indians and utterly destroy them." 

On October 16, another General Assembly met. About this time 
some excitement was caused by the arrival at Jamestown, from New- 
foundland, of Lord Baltimore, who refused the oath of supremacy and 
allegiance tendered him by the Virginia authorities. One uniuly citizen 
was piHoried for calling bis Lordship a lie and threatening to knock 
him down. The Governor and Council wrote to England in regard to 
the refusal of the oath, expressing gratification that no " Papists " had 
ever been allowed to settle in Virginia. 

At the close of this decade, during which the Colony had undergone 
trials that had endangered its very existence, had seen the body which 
founded and fostered it overthrown and had to adapt itself to a new 
form of government, it was, in spite of all that had happened, more 
populous and prosperous than ever before. On March 26, 1628, the 
Governor and Council stated ( Virginia Magazine of History and Biog- 
raphy, VIII, 362) that there were then or soon would be three thousand 
people in the Colony of whom five hundred were freemen and heads of 
families. 
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[Minutes 1 of the Council and General Court of 
Virginia, 1622, &c] 

[1] [Pencil 2 or 4] 

Killdale' went about the house 
& then a woman cald Bridgett roote came 
into the house & said that Killdale had cokt 
his peece, & praid god he did not shoote the 
bitch, presently vpon that they hard the peece 
discharged, wherevpon Rico: Craven went 
forth & took vp a great stick of wood that 
lay at the dore & went to Killdale & was redy 
to strike him, but whither he did strike him or 
no, this deponent knoweth not, but saith that 
then Killdale kept the said Craven of fro' him, 

1 The many broken and imperfect lines in the early portion of this 
publication of the minutes indicate the bad condition in which the ori- 
ginal manuscript is. By the careful treatment given it, the manuscript 
has now been insured against any farther injury. It will be here printed 
with literal accuracy, except that in some instances letters written above 
the line may be printed on it, and where it may be necessary for intelli- 
gible reading omitted letters supplied by commas. The paging in the 
manuscript will be given in brackets at the head of the text contained 
on the original page. 

It is the opinion of Mr. Withington, who has given great care and 
labor towards perfecting the copy used in this Magazine, that much of 
the writing of the minutes is that of Secretary William Claiborne. Mr. 
Withington has also given the true sequence of few of the early pages, 
which apparently had been lose. 

It may be worth while reminding some readers that at the time cov- 
ered by these minutes, the year (according to the English reckoning) 
began on March 25th. 

' Man's proverbial sensitiveness as to his dog seems to have been the 
cause of the difficulty here reported. At this time dogs were especially 
valuable in Virginia, both for hunting and as guards against prowling 
Indians. It will be recalled that just before the Massacre, George 
Thorpe gave great offence to several settlers by killing their English 
mastiff dogs, which the Indians had complained of. 

In the census of February, 1623, Nicholas Roote, Richard Carven and 
wife and Sarah Kiddall and two children were long at the Main near 
Jamestown. 
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with his peece, wherevpon the said Craven cald 

for his sword, & took an othe that he would 

kill Killdale though he were hang'd for itt 

Also he saith that Nicholas Roote att the same 

time came forth of the house, & tooke vp a 

great stick of wood, but this deponent did nott 

see him strike Killdale w 1 " itt, but Tho: Hether[soll] 

his dogg bitt the said Nicholas Roote, & so 

the said Roote beat the dogg w ,h the stick 

This deponent saith further that while Roote 

was beating the Dogg, the said Craven & 

Bridgett Roote tooke hold on Killdales Peece, & took 

itt fro' him, & carried the Peece into the howse, 

& told Killdale that he should not have the Peece 

till he had made satisfaction for the Bitch 

& then Richard Craven wold have had Killdale 

go to buffetts w" 1 him, but Killdale wold nott 

but went back & so departed 

William Carrt[er] 

Itt was ordered that for this gross abuse of Richard Craven 
and Nicholas Roote offred to Wm Killdale that the said 
Richard Craven shall pay for the cure of Wm Killdale 
his legg and that the said Craven do further putt 
his bond w" 1 sureties for the paymt of foorescore 
pounds of the best tobacco the first of december 
next, and allsoe doe putt in bond w th sureties for the 
good behavier of him, the said Craven allso till 
the Roote shall give bond to pay twenty 
time 



[2] [Pencil 1 or 3] 
And whereas Tho: Hethersalle* was warned [of] 



•Thomas Hothersall came to Virginia in 1621, in Margaret and John, 
which had a famous fight with two Spanish ships which she beat off! 
Hothersall wrote an account of the fight (still in manuscript) in which 
he describes himself as " late zitysone and groser of London," (Brown's 
First Republic, 415, 416). In 1623, as "of Pashbebay, Gent.," he 
patented 200 acres at Blunt Point. The head-rights were himself, his 
wife Frances and his children Richard and Mary. A John Hothersall 
died in York county in 1679. 
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the Governo" pleashure vpon this occasion, w're 
present in Towne, and went away, and negle[cted] 
his attendance, it was ordered that he shold [be] 
presently senntt for, and be layd in bolts all [the] 
night following 

Feb. 4th 1622. 

March 1. 1622 A Court was held where at were [present] 

S' Fra: Wyatt Governor, S' Georg Year[dley] 
Mr. George Sandys Treasurer Dr. Pott Mr. [John] 
Pontes Mr. Roger Smith Mr. [ ] 

James Wickam 4 aged about 25 or 26 o[n] 

being examined confesseth that on 

the 24 of February 1622 hee 

W 1 " Will: Carter Rch Daynes and 

(M" mate of the Abigail) went together 

the woode to kill some fowle (Will Carte[r] 

them hee knew where there were cab [cattle ?] 

that if hee saw them so ferre of hee 

kill them;) will Carter offring to shoote 

his peece went of before hee intended it 

upon Rob. Haynes & Wi'm: Carter bidding 

examinate brote it w" hee did & to 

Mr. Isaacke & the rest caryed each of them a part 

Mr. Isaack was also in presence where they shot 

& after they dressed it in the house wh 

ell (belonging to Dr. Potts) 
[R]ob: Baynes aged about 35 or 36 
[e]xamined confesseth that on wensd 

fr 

Mr. Isaack & James Wicka )m 

as) 



•It would appear that this fragment relates to a charge that Will. 
Carter and others killed a beef which did not belong to them and dressed 
the meat in a house belonging to Dr. Pott. "Mr. Isaacke" was prob- 
ably Isaac Madison. 
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[17, old binding — 55 pencil] 

Examinations 
of James Cyttie, Ta[ken] vpp 

one Tuesdaye ye fyfth Daye of [August, 1623, before] 
the righte woor'p'll Sr: Franc' : Wyalt [Gouernor] 
and Capt generall of Virginia, and oth[ers of the] 
Councell there assembled. 

This Examinate 6 sayeth y' by comande of the Governor, [he] 
went to make search for the calfe, And coming to th[e] 
house of the saide George Clarke, he enquired of him, [if] 
he could geve him any light or notice of the saide [calfe] 
The saide George Clarke Answered, he knew not w[hat] 
was become of it, but saide y* 3 or 4 night [before] 
he saw 3 or 4 men walke towards Sandy hill late [in] 
the night, And this Examinate sayeth yt as he cam o't 
of George Clarke his Chamber, John Jacksone t[he] 
Smith was at woorke in the shopp, and poynted to the 
Examinate where A kettle stood, wch he took vpp a[nd] 
fownde bloud in it, usinge these woordes) suerly t[hat] 
was the bloud of the Calfe (wherevpon the said C[larke] 
answered, I will tell you the truth: the Calfe was 
kild he[r]e indeed by Daniell Franke, And I did hel[p] 
to dress it and did eate p' te of it but I was lo[th] 
to tell you soe at the First, being loath to distre[sse] 
my self, and there is 3 quarters of it above in ye lof [t] 
in A Cheast vnspent, wch This Examinate wenn[t] 
to see and fownde it trew, but ye Flesh stanck [and] 
was full of woormes) this search this Examina[te] 
made one Monday the fouerth of Awgust 1623. 



[Old folio 18, pencil 56] 

his Indictmen[t] 

Daniell Francke, thow art here indicted by the m[annerj 
of Daniell Francke of the Teritori of Virginia lab[orer] 

'This is another instance of cattle stealing by hungry men, probably 
not an uncommon offence in those times of scarcity. 
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for that thow the saide Daniell Francke, vppo' Thurs[day] 
the last of July in the yeare of the raigne of sou'aigfne] 
Lord James by the grace of god of Englande France 
and Ireland Kinge, defendor of the faith &c the X [XI] 
And of Scotlande the lvij* 1623, aboute the h[oure] 
of Eleuen and twelue of the Clock at midnight 
at James Cyttie in Virginia aforesaid, Nott having 
the feare of god before thy Eyes, Didst then & ther[e] 
felonyouslie steale and kill one Calf of the goodes 
and Chatties of Sr Gearge Yardleys knight of ye 
worth and price of three powndes sterlinge, and didst 
dresse eate and spende the same in the howse of George 
Clarke of James Cyttie Aforesaide Gunsmith, And 
also didst felonyously steale and cary Awaye one carpett 
one pullett and one napkine of the goods and Chattells 
of Randall Smalewoods of James Cyttie aforesaide 
of the woorth and pryce of tenn shillinge sterlinge 
Contrary to the peace of our sou' raigne Lorde the 
Kinge his Crowne and Dignitie, wt sayste thou for 
thy self art thow guiltie of this felony or not. 



[Old folio 19 — Pencil 57] 
Geor[ge] Clarke 

George Clarke thow are here indicted by [the manner of] 
George Clarke of James Cyttie in Virginia] 
that wheras Danyell Francke of the Terri[tori of Virginia] 
Laborer vppone Thursdaye the last of Jul[y 1623 and] 
of the raigne of our [souvr]aigaine Lorde James [by the grace] 
of God of Englande France ad Irelande K[inge defendor] 
of the faith &c the xxj and of Scotland the [lvij] 
aboute the howers of Eleven and twelve of the [clock] 
at midnight, at James Cyttie in Virginia aforesai 
then and there felonyously steal and kill one Calf 
ye goodes and Chatties of Sr: George Yardley kn[ight] 
of the woorth and Pryce of three poundes sterling 
And after the saide Daniell Francke had killed the said 
Calfe, Thow the saide George Clarke as Access[orie] 
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to the saide Felony didst help the saide Daniell Fra[nck] 
To carry the saide Calfe into thy owne house, a[nd] 
didst helpe to dress eate and spend the same 
Contrary to the peace of our Sou'ainge Lorde the Ki[ng] 
his Crowne and Dignitie, w' sayest thow for thy self 
arte thowe guiltei of this felony or not. 

The Names of the Jury Impaneled vppon 

the tryall of Danyell Francke and George Clarke 

vppon Tewsday the fyfth of August 1623 

Ensign William Spenc gent' 
Richard Brewster gent 
Richarde Danyell gent 
Charles Harmer gent 
George Mynifree 
John Stephens 
Nathaniell Reighnoldes 
James Hickmote 
Nathaniell Jeffereys 
Edwarde Crosse 
Peter Ascombe 
Thomas Allnutt 



•This is the earliest Virginia jury list which remains. 

In 1624, "William Spencer, of James City, Yeoman and Ancient 
Planter," patented 12 acres in James City, "a narrow ridge towards 
Goose Hill." He was Burgess for Mulberry Island in 1623. Ensign 
William Spence was a Burgess for James City in 1619. 

In 1639, Mr. Richard Brewster was appointed a tobacco viewer for 
the Glebe land, Archer's Hope, &c, not far from Jamestown. In 1624 
he had gone, with several other persons, to England with complaints 
against the officials in Virginia. In 1625 he, still in England, owned 
land at Archer's Hope. 

Charles Harmer came to Virginia in 1622 and died before 1644 on the 
Eastern Shore, where he had a considerable estate. He was a brother 
of John Harmer, Greek Professor at Oxford. See this Magazine, III, 
273. 2 74- 

George Menifie, later a member of the Council and the greatest mer- 
chant of his day in Virginia. See this Magazine, I, 86, 87, 419, 420- 
XIV, 421. 
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Which Jurye by theire verdict, retourned, and fownde said 
Daniell Francke 

and George Clarke guiltie of the saide Felony And thervp[on] 
they Receaved sentenc of Death Accordinge to Lawe. 

Daniell Francke was executed : George Clarke repriued. 



[20 (58)] 

Court was held at which were present S r 
[G]overner M' Treasurer, Chr: Dauison— D r Pott. Capt Ham[er] 
Powantes 

Whereas there was a Proclamation' against buy 

comodityes & selling the same agayne to the enhasin advant 

upon the penalty of forfeyting the Comodityes so sold 

S' Georg Yeardley or his assignes contrary to the 
sayde Proclamation hath bought a hogsheade of sacke of Mr. Benet 

p gallon for 36 1 in Tobacco 
& sold the same for 30" in money to 

minify John Stephens 

who have given theyr bill for pay- 

ment thereof upon very short dayes. 

It was ordered that the sayde hogsheade of wine should be con- 

fistecate 

& (being gaged) to remayne in the hands of the sayde 

Geo. Minifye & Jo: Stephens untill S r Geo Yeardley 

haue made his answer. 

August 20 th A Court was held att w*" were present S' Fra: 

Wyatt Knight Governo', M' Treasurer 

M r Pountis, D r Pott, Capt Hamor 

It was taken into consideracon how of late by degrees 

Comodities have growne to very excessive rates, not 

onely in tobacco but in readie mony to the great 

'To prevent the engrossing of commodities and consequently the rais- 
ing of prices was a constant object with the early government. The fact 
that Yeardley, the foremost man in Virginia, after the Governor, was 
prosecuted for such an offence, shows how much in earnest the Coun- 
cil was. 
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preiudice of the State & com' wealth of Virginia, & 
are likely by sufferance to grow greater, 

ordered that sine the greatest 
abuse herein, especially fro* the como' sort, hath 
growne by sacke strong waters & other drincks 
of like kynde, wch they will have at what rate 
soever, It is therefore ordered that no sack sherry 
shalbe sold (by any Adventurer or Planter [writing faded] 

Virginia) above iiijs the gallone in reddy money 
& vjs in tobacco at iijs the pound & Canary 
& Malligo & Allicant Tent Bastard 
Muskadell etc. vjs in ready money & nine 
shillings in tobacco 

Aqua vitae at iiijs mony vjs tobacco 

sallett oyle at vjs mony & nine shill : tobacco [writing faded] 
wine vinegar iijs the gall, mony iiijs. vjd. tobacco 
beere vinegar at ijs the gal: money & iijs Tobacco 



[SO 
Court held 8 1624? 

(torn) 

L T Pott The oathes of Supremacy & aleg 8 
To these whose names are underwritten 
of the A[nn] Thomas Fairlay of Worcester in Worcestershire gent 
which arrived at James Owen Dawson of St. Martins in the fields 
Cittye the 5 of Sept' jovner & fren [torn] 

"These emigrants came before February, 1622-23, for many of the 
names appear in the census taken in that month. 

From the earliest period of the settlement it had been the law that all 
new-comers should register their names, birthplaces, occupation and 
take the oath of allegience. This law was often re-encited after the 
Colony came under royal government. In February, 1631-32, the As- 
sembly passed a law which required that the commander of the fort at 
Point Comfort should go aboard all ships as soon as they arrived "and 
there require the commander, captayne or mayster, of the shipp or 
shipps, to deliver unto him a true list of all such persons, which were 
embarqued in theire shipp, at theire coming out of England, together 
with their ages, countryes and townes where they were borne, and to 
keep record of the same ; and be the sayd commander of the ffort to 
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Ralph Buckridge of Sutten in Barkshire gent 
John Crampton of Bolton in the moore in Lancashire 
William Poole of Preston in Andernesse in Lankeshire 
Thomas Crompton of Bolton in the moore in Lankashire 
Simon Withe of London, bricklayer 
Thomas Sisson of London, haberdasher 
William Kempe of Howes in Leicestershire, ge[n'] 
10 Thomas Warden of Ely in Hampshire, husband[man] 
Edward Rogeres of Porbery in Somershire, carye[r] 
William Jones (about 17 aged) in London joyner 

administer unto them the oaths of supremacy and allegience," (Hening, 
I, 166). The two lists here given appear to be the only ones which 
remain of the great number which must once have existed. Probably 
most of them were kept at Elizabeth City and were destroyed along 
with all the other early records there. 

Thomas Farley, who came in the Ann, in 1623, was living at Archer's 
Hope, with his wife Jane and daughter Ann in 1623, (Molten, 230). 
He was a Burgess for the plantations between Harrop and Archer's 
Hope and Martin's Hundred at the session of March, 1629-30, and for 
Archer's Hope, February, 1631-32. 

Simon With died at Elizabeth City between March, 1622 and Febru- 
ary, 1623. 

There were apparently two persons named William Kemp living in 
Virginia in 1624-25. One, who arrived in the George with his wife Mar- 
garet, had a son Anthony, seven weeks old at the date of the census, 
and was living at Pashbebays or the Main near Jamestown. The other, 
aged 33 at the time of the census, came in the William and Thomas, in 
1618, and was living at Elizabeth City. William Kempe was J. P. for 
Elizabeth City in 1628, and Burgess for the Upper Parish of that county, 
1629-30. 

At the census of 1624-25, Thomas Warden, aged 24, who came in the 
Ann, in 1623, was among the servants of Capt. William Epes on the 
Eastern Shore and Edward Rogers was in the same position. 

Between July, 1622 and May, 1623, the Virginia Company issued a 
patent for land to " Mr. Roper, Mr. Fitz Jeffreys and others." Thomas 
Roper died at James City in the year predeeding the census of Febru- 
ary, 1623. 

One "Mr. Fitz Jeffreys" died at James City during the year preceding 
February, 1623. 

Thomas Siberry was living at Martin's Hundred, February, 1623. 

Henry Fell died at James City during the year preceding February, 
1623. He appears in Foster's Alumni Oxonienses as Henry Fell, of 
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William Kelloway aged about 20 of Poorchmouth, husband- 
man] 
15 John Gowton of Harfield in Surrey, gent 

John Downes of London, Grocer 

Thomas Roper of Milden in the County of bedfordshire, gen' 

Of the Bonny Bess w rt came to James Citty the 12 of Sep' 

John Bath of London a Leatherseller 
Willm FitzgefFrey of Staple Inne gen' 
George Syberrye of London Tallow-chandler 
Henry Fell of Christchurch in Oxford, student. 
Theodore Pettus of Norwich gen' 
Robert Collins of London, haberdasher 
John Pegden of London gen' 
Josyas Harr of London, haberdasher 
John Eman of London, goldsmith 

George Fitzgeffrey of Howton Conquest in bedfordshire gen' 
Henry Cheyney of York, marchant 
14 Robert Constable of North Allerton In Yorkshire gen' 



London, gent., who matriculated at St. Albans Hall, June 5, 1618, aged 
18, and was B. A. from Christ Church, June 20, 1620. 

Theodore Pettus was doubtless of the family of Pettus, baronets (now 
fxtinct or dormant) who were closely connected with Norwich. 

" Mr. Collins" and wife and " Mr. Pegden," died at James City dur- 
ing the year preceding February, 1623. 

" Robert Cunstable " was living in James Island, February, 1623. 

"Osten Smith " was living at James City, February, 1623. 

Hosier died at James City during the year preceding Febru- 
ary, 1623. 

This John West, who came in the Bonny Bess, was living at James 
City, 1624-25; Thomas West died in 1624. 

At the census of 1624-25, Alexander Gill, aged 20, was one of the 
servants of Capt. William Pierce at Mulberry Island. 

Richard Crouch was living at James City, February, 1623. 

Samuel Weaver, aged 20 (in 1624-25), was then living as one of Wil- 
liam Harwood's servants at Martin's Hundred. 

Thomas Sexton died at James City during the year preceding Febru- 
ary, 1623. 

Moyses Stone was living at Elizabeth City, 1624-25. 
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[52] 
George Pacy of London, grocer 
John West of Witley in Surrey, husbandman 
Austen Smith of London, Carpenter 
Edward Hosyer of Raschiffe, vintner 
Henry Syberrye of London, chandler 
Thomas West of London, coop[er] 
James Holt of London, Carpenter 
Alexander Gill of Maldon in Bedfordshire 
Ralph Martin of Bachain Somershire, husbandman 
John Dyer of London, Carpenter 
John Priest of Langport in Somersetshire, tayler 
Richard Crouch of Howton, in Bedfordshire 

Carpenter aged about 27 [Qy ? faded] 
Samuell Weauer of London aged about 18 
Roger Rodes of Dowton in Wilshire, Mr. Fitzgeffrey his servant 

aged about 19 basle [torn] 
Thomas Sexton of London.oneof Christs Hospitall ageabout 17 
16 Moyses Stone of Longworth in Barkshire aged about 18 



[The next page — old folio 15 — is blank] 



[Pencil 54, old folio 16] 

•A dutch noate under the hands of certain saylers of 
Teos of the Everett having lost ours[elves in the] 
West Indyes & we should without our ship & our pin- 
nance called 

Everett both go to Virginia now that wee can not finde 
our ship or confidence to sayle with 
West Indyes, so have we to trust in our M'r by reason 
his hard goverment ouer us & want of all things. 
This noate under theyre hand they made to lett the M' 
know why 
unwilling to go ouer to Virginia 

•The fragment beginning here is obscure, but seems to refer to a dis- 
pute between some Dutch sailors and the master of their ship. It gives 
an example of the variety of subjects with which the General Court had 
to deal. 
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which noate Bowen (that wrote George Jennyson being 
with him) 

it downe before the Mr. of the Flushinger who took 
it up & read 

threw it from him, & Georg Jennyson himself tooke it up. 
After all this, they sayde if hee would fitt his ship & cask, 
go with him which afterward they did. 
i Further in Virginia about the 20th of July in this riuer 
the Mr demanding of them whether they would go 
home w" 1 Bowen John Floures & Alwin Danyell 
him if he could victule the pennace) or no they an- 
swered they would not 

3 Further since they came into the riuer divers of them 
have hyred them 

selves out 

4 Alwin Danyell tooke away his chest without the Mrs 
priuity or consent ( Alwin Danyell sayde he had rather 

6 « loose his wages, then go with 
( the Mr 

5 John Flores told the Mr with hee were best sell the bark 
that she was old & would be eaten up with wormes 

the 1 Alwin Danyell 

They affirm that the Mr sayde if any Frenchman or 
other should 

come thither hee would leaue the bark & them there 
& go with the french 
man. 

John doth not remember the mention of the French- 
man, the rest hee 
doth, of leaving them there vizt. 
to the 2 They affirm that they then wanted victuall, tight cask, 

rigging 

& had but one anchor. 

John sayeth that they had not one good cask they were 
so eaten 

with wormes and had but one anchor & wanted, some 
small ropes. 
To 2 Alwin Danyell sayth hee did not denye to go ho 
if the Bark might be victualed 
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the 3d They hyred themselves forth because the Mr had no 

victuall feede 
To the 4th Hee went aboard, thinking the Mr had beene there, but 

in his abs 

hee called the Mrs boy & shewed him what was in the 

chest 
To the sJohnconfesseththishespakethosewordsbecausetheMr 
To the 6 Alwyn Danyell sayth called him dog, & rogue, & bid 

him go 

ashore 



[3] 

1623 December ii lh Present S r Georg Yeardley M' Threasurer 
Chr: Dauison Dr. Pott, Capt. Smith 10 

S r George Yeardley (having tendred the paymt of 2000' waight 
of Tobaco to Mr. Southern for the use of due by bond) 

he desireth to bee released of the forfeyture of the bond; 

& this Court 
hath taken hotice that Mr. Southern hath released S r George 
Yeardley 

of the forfeyture (These 3 exam' were examined apart) 
t nomas Nun sworne & examined sayth that the people 
of the house did say that Capt. Wilcocks or Capt. Barwick had had 
a hogshead of Cider & certayne, shott 
& shoes 
Bartlemew Blake sworne & examined testifyeth the same 

10 Captain Thomas Barwick, with 25 shipwrights, was sent to Virginia 
in 1622, in the ship Furtherance, Sampson, master. Barwick and his 
men were to erect houses, build ships, &c. They arrived in the fall of 
the year, but Barwick soon died and the plan, like so many other appar- 
ently good ones devised by the Company, came to naught. The frag- 
mentary record appears to have reference to the disposition of Barwick's 
property. 

Though church wardens are referred to in the acts of the Assembly 
of 1619, Nathaniel Reynolds is the first of those officers whose name 
appears in the records. 

John Southern was a Burgess in 1623 and again for James City Island, 
1629-30. After Edward Sharpless was removed, Southern was appointed 
acting Secretary of the Colony. 
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& doth not know any thing hee had of his own besides the goodes 

mentioned in the Inventory), but A Pott of butter & a loafe 

of Sugar, 2 rundletts of Aquavitae contg about 20 gallon 

whereas Capt. Barwick that Capt. Sampson sayth that 

vpon a report that 

all was delivered some 2 tuns of his own goodes aboord 

the the Furtherance. Capt. Sampson would not receaue 

it at the first because hee brought no tickett from the 

Company, but after 2 days he bringing a tickett from them, hee 

did receave it aboard 

Nun sayth that hee was at the packing up of those sayd goodes kept 

in the lighter w oh were the lighter of goods which were pitch & 

tare & certayne tooles & payles which did belong to the 

Company. 

& sayth further that there were 2 hogsheads of 

tobacco were packed up w* tobacco w°* were taken 

out of the house, one of w'" 

conteyning 220"" waight of tobacco 
this exam' packed up himself & was sent home 
in the Temperance 

Sayth that Capt Barwick upon some occasions made him a stran- 
ger to all authoritie 

& sayth further that he knoweth of one hogsheade 
of meale belonging to the Company sold by him to Rich Taylor 
also of 30 1 of cheeze, sold to the same man 
also 3 gallons of oyle, 10 payre of Shoos, & aqua- 
vitae (but he knoweth not the quantity of that) sold to the 
same man, & sayth also that some few days 
before his death he appointed this exam' to pay a bush' & x /i 
of oate meale to Georg Grimes, & joynd wight in this ord hee 
to be close in this busines or the world would cry shame of him 



this exa sayth 
& that of the Tobacco w'" was in the howse he did 
bequeath 40 1 waight of Tobacco to the Church 
wch this Exam' sayth was payd to Nath. 
Reynolds one of the church wardens 
Bartholomew Blake sworn and examined sayth that 



138 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

he had heard the fellowes of the howse say 

that Capt. Wilcocks had of Cap 

A hh. of cider & certayne 

& pouder & shott 

& told also to Serjeant Williams 

saw him deliver 

pouder & shott to Serjeant William 

shott out at a back doore for 

ord' a chest of Tobacco, to the quart 

thinketh of ioo" waight of 

& sayth that he sold certayne sugars & spice 

to others & that to his knowledg 

nothing but his apparrell bedding & 

that hee had not so much as a dish or a spoon of oo 

& that if all the cheeze brought ouer 

had neuer more than 2" a peece 

& sayeth that hee packed up 2 hh to 

wch he thinketh were sent for England 

Silvester Balldwin sworne & examined 

he doth not know of goodes Capt Ba 

of his own but his bedding & appa 

he had not a dish or a spoone of his ow 

& sayeth that Serjeant Williams had some necessary 

powder, shott, stockings & shooes, but he knoweth not 

what quantity, & that he deliuered him a 

hh of tobacco & other tobacco under the writ of gen 

& sayeth father tnat Capt. Wilcocks had a hh of cider 

of him & certayne shooes & stockinges 

& that he sold to Rich Taylor a hh of meale 

& that he sold sugar to Mr. Kingswale for 

wch he rd tobacco of him 

& that there were 2 hh of tobacco packed up & wayd a Mr.Rey(?) 

store & sent away but he knoweth not in what ship 



[5] 
A Court was held the 7th of January 1623 p'sent 
Capt Francis West Mr. Treasurer and doctor Pott 

A certaine differenc arisinge betwixt Tho: Luscam and Supre 
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Clarke on th'one ptie And the succsessors of Capt Wm Powell" 
deceased And Capt Wm Pease one th' other ptie concerninge an 
agreement for Wadges for a Vioadge in the Furtherance 

the said Luscam and Clark p'ferred a Petticon 

Capt Wm Eden (alias) Sampson aged about 35 sworne and 
examined saith That Capt Wm Powell in the p'sence of Capt 
Wm Perse and the 2 saylo™ Luscam and Clarke aforenamed did 
giue authority to himselfe to agree for wadges in Lieu of his 
mate Ed: Crosse and Rich: Crosse to be employed for wadges 
And saith further that they would condescend to whatsoeu' con- 
dicon 

the said Capt Eden alias Sampson should agree with them for 
wch amounted to more thea the wadges of the said Ed: Crosse and 
his Sonne by fiftie shillinge p. month And that they condiscended 
to pay the ou'plus of wadges till they ariued in England 

Itt is ordered that the successors of Capt Wm Powell deceased and 
Capt Wm Perse shall discharge the 2 aforesaid Saylors the 
ou'plus of wadges before menconed goinge along in the Further- 
ance 
till theire arrivall in England 

Itt is further ordered that a Warrant should be served vppon the 
bodyes 

and goodes of Ed. & Rich: Crosse in the behalfe of the succes- 
sors of 
Capt Wm Powell and Capt Perse. 

Itt is Also att the same Court ordered that Capt Wm Perse ad- 

mistrato' 

to Nicholas Elford lately deceased shall pay vppon sight of a 

c'teine 



11 Captain William Powell was a member of the Virginia Company 
under the charter of 161 1 and came to Virginia with Gates in that year. 
He represented Charles City in the first House of Burgesses in 1619, 
was an active commander against the Indians after the Massacre and is 
believed to have been killed by them on the Chickahominy, between 
January 20 and 24, 1623. If the date of his death is correct, that of the 
session of Court here given is January, 1623-24. 
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bill pferred for some goods bought and Receaved by the said 

Nicholas 

Elford out of the Furtherance wch amounted to the some of 

1 6 li 19s. od. as aperred by very sufficient testimony 

Att ye same Court a difference arising betwixt George 

Myn'fie one the behalf of Thomas Hamor" deceased and 

Lieutent 

Tho : Gibbes" concerninge a supposed b'gaine betwixt them 
Mr. Edward Blany" aged about 28 yeares examined uppon his 
oth saith 

that (beinge called to witness a bargaine betwixt them together wth 
Mr. Benett' 6 ye Minister) Tho: Hamer bargained wth Lieutennt 
Gibbs 

to deliu' him 4 Cowes And to warrant them all wth Calfe And 
also to make good chose Calues for ye first yeare In consideracon 
whereof he was to pay 1000" waight of tobacco this Cropp. The 
time of this b'gain was about Christmas Anno Dni 1622. 

Itt is ordered that this business shalbe deferred till the cominge 
of the 

Governor and vntill M r Benett being another Wittnes can be 
p'duced And that Lieutennt Gibbes shall putt on Security before 
the George go fro' James Citty that if he be cast inlaw to pay 
the Tobacco as the Court shall order it. 

"Thomas Hamor, brother of Ralph Hamor, Secretary of the Colony, 
came to the Colony in 1617. He was at Master Harrison's house at 
Warrosquoiacke at the time of the Massacre and is said to have been 
wounded. On January 24, 1622-23, George Harrison wrote that Thomas 
Hamor was very sick. He died during 1623 — another proof that the 
proper date of the session of Court was 1623-24. 

"Lieutenant Gibbes, whose name Brown says was John, was Burgess 
for Captain Ward's plantation in 1619. 

"Edward Blayney was appointed member of the Council, March 4, 
1626. He married the widow of Captain William Powell. 

" Rev. William Bennett came to Virginia in February, 1622. He prob- 
ably died before the census of 1625, as his name does not appear in it. 
Probably Katherine Bennett, widow, who was living at that time, with 
an infant son William, may have been his widow. 
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[6] 

A Court was held January the 9th 1623 psent 
Capt Frances West M' Treasure-' and docto' Pott 

Whereas it appeares by a deed vndr the hand of Daniell Gookin" 
gent That Rich : Kensam Maister of the Shipp called the Mary 
Prood 

stands engaged for the p'p'[r] debts of the said Daniell Gookin 
(vizt in 

200 sterling bond for to Robert Robarte of Bristowe for pay- 
ment 

of 65 And in 200 bound more for the payment of 127 
And whereas Mr Daniell Gookin by the said deed doth Covennt 
wth him that so many goodes and Comodities shalbe deliuered 
to the 

said Richard Kensam as shall suffice to sotisfie the said debts to 
be deliu'red into his custody to be carried home in the said Shipp 
Now in respect the Shipp is Growne vnserviceable by the default 
of Capt. Richard Richmond alias Sheapard, who as it appeares 
to vs 

by his Comission had the sole Comand and disposinge of the 
said Shipp and Mariners neither would he follow the advice 
the said Maister for the apparent benefitt of the owner nor go 
him meanes for the pvention of the ruine that is befalne the 
Shipp Itt is therefore ordered that Lieutnant 
John Richmond als Sheapard shall deliu vnto the said 
Kensam as much Tobacco as shall suffice for the discharge of 

" Daniel Gookin, son of John Gookin of Ripple Court, Kent, England, 
removed first to Cargoline, Cork, Ireland, and afterwards to Virginia. 
He arrived in the Colony on November 22, 162 1, with, says Smith, fifty 
men of his own and thirty passengers and settled at Mary's Mount above 
Newport News. He was, for some years, a prominent man in Virginia, 
but probably returned to Ireland, as in 1630, his son Daniel was repre- 
senting him in business matters in Virginia. This son was Burgess for 
Upper Norfolk in 1641 and commander of that county in the same year. 
He was a Puritan in religious sympathies and in 1644 removed to Massa- 
chusetts where he was for many years one of the leading men. Captain 
John Gookin of Lower Norfolk, was probably another son of Daniel 
Gookin, Sr. See New England Historical and Genealogical Register, 
I. 345-35*- 
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the debte aforesaid he givinge in bonde to the vse of the said 
Daniell Gookin of 200 sterlinge to deliu' a faithfull ace 
of the p'ceed of the said Tobacco And to deliu the ou'plus 
any be) vnto the said Daniell Gookin 

Att the same Court touchinge a controvers[ie] 
betwixt Mr John Chew" and W m Douglas 
wine Meele & other thinges of the goods of m 
wch weare spent in ye Shipp called ye Marye 
for ye wch Mr Chew demandeth the sume 
1738 lbs waight of Tobacco. 

Forasmuch as there is not left vndisposed sufficient (of 
belonginge to Mr Mangley deceased M r of the said S[hipp] 
the satisfaccon of the said debt 

Itt is ordered that the Cables and Anchors and such th 
are not already prised in the Shipp shall now be 
to the vse of the said Mr Chew. 

Att the same Court touching the bussines betwixt 
Mr Weston" and James Carter about Maunder 

John Howbeck aged 35 sworne and examined saith that the 
Shipp called the Sparrow was Mr Westons and yt Mr Weston 
bought Becham out of the said shipp and goods before she came 
fro' Plimmouth. And that the Lists that was taken att Cannda 
brought hither was y* p'p'r good of M r Weston. Itt is ord 



[7] 
A Court held the 7th of March 1623 p's 
the Gouernor Sr Georg Yeardley Mr. Tresurer 
doctr Pott Capt Hamer & Mr. Pountes 

"John Chew, long one of the principal merchants of Virginia, Burgess 
for Hog Island, 1623, 1624, 1629, and for York county. 1642, 1643 and 1644. 
About the latter date he removed to Anne Arundel county, Md., and 
was the ancestor of the family of the name there and probably of that 
later in Virginia. He had a house and warehouse at Jamestown. 

"Thomas Weston, a London merchant, who owned a number of ships 
and was extensively engaged in trade with Virginia and New England. 
He was interested in the Mayflower Pilgrims and in the first Plymouth 
patent. 
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Solomon Green 1 * aged about 26 sworne & examined saith 
that Capt whittakers did lett one of the Companys tenant 
named John Vaughan into Ensegne Savadge for a yeare 
& the fellow was to have 100" tob: & e barrells of Come for 
his half p'tes & Enseigne Savadge was to go a trading 
viaidge wch Capt whittakers on a shallop when she should de- 
mand him for 

his p'te of the mans service, and whereas Capt. whittaker 
alledgeth that Ensigne Savadge went to him for Cloths for 
the tenn[en]te it was in regard the tenn't said that there was Cloths 
due him fro Capt. Whittakers 

Capt Ralph Hamor sayth that he the 8 baskett of Come cont' 
eu'ry baskett 21 Cans at Machponyo wch 
seemes to be p'te of the Corn that Savadge bought of him 
for truck formerly to him by me & thir I R thirty 
thousand or theraboutof blew bends but did not vnderstand 
wherefore they weare left in my shallop wch my beads at 
an other towne vppon the Eastern Shore I bought 25 
basketts or thereabouts of Come cont. each basket butter 
firkin 

Capt Tucker sworne and exd saith that 

of the Laughing King sent in the 

quantity of twelue basketts of Corne or thereabouts and 

saw it was for the great King as Ensegne Savadge saith 

so far as I remember ensegne Savadge told Mm the 

Mr. Pountis saith that 

last Sumer that the laughinge kinge had sent the Gouernor 

20 tubbs of Corne the same did the laughinge kinge 

affirmes at his now beinge there Ensegn Savadge being 

his Interpreter 

Sr George Yeardley saith that Capt Jno. West & Lieutennt 
Gibbs did 

"This is another obscure record. Thomas Savage 'for whom see this 
Magazine, I, 433, &c.,) seems to have been on a trading voyage to the 
Eastern Shore, in partnership with Captain Jabez Whitaker, during which 
he obtained from the Laughing King, the principal chief of that section, 
certain corn which the officials at Jamestown claimed was intended, by 
the chief, as a gift to the Governor. 
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testifie before him vndr theire hands that there was owinge 

by Capt. Thorpe dec'd or Berkley Company 8 barrells of Come 

to Capt Nath West 

Itt is ordered that Sr Georg Yeardley shall appoint mem to 

prise Capt. Thorpe" goodes & return an Inventory to the Court 

& that Capt John West shalbe exam 

whether his was the p'p debt of Capt. Thorpe or if Berkley Co 

Thorpe indebted to Mr. Blany 417" tob: 



[8] 
John Cranage shalbe sett free & doth Convent 
Mr. Treasurer till Christmas next & to receiu 
his wadges 100" tob: & 3 barrells of Corne 

Itt 

Henery Wattkins" Sworne & ex saith that Capt. 
said he would pale 6 barrells of Corne to him for th 
of my lady dale wch he being her overseer nevr rec 
nor any other to his knowledge 

Capt. Nicholas Martin" sworne and examined saith 
saith that Ed: Gibson cam vpp to the fallinge Creek** 

"George Thorpe of Berkeley Hundred, member of the Council, who 
was killed in the Massacre. See this Magazine, XII, 170-172; XVII, 398. 

" Henry Watkins was living on the Eastern Shore in February, 1623, 
and was a Burgess, 1624-25. Lady Dale, widow of Sir Thomas, owned 
a plantation on that Shore. 

"Captain Nicholas Martain, who was a Walloon, was born in 1591 and 
was naturalized in England before coming to Virginia. In 1624 he was 
living at the Main near Jamestown and his name was there given as "Cap- 
tain Nicholas Martue." About 1630 he removed to Kiskiack near the 
present Yorktown. He was frequently in the House of Burgesses and 
in 1635, was one of the leaders in the opposition to Governor Harvey. 
He died in 1657, leaving a will recorded in York county. He was an 
ancestor of George Washington and Robert E. Lee. See this Magazine, 
I, 425-426; IV, 206 and William and Mary Quarterly, XIV, 23. 

"Falling Creek, in the present Chesterfield county, flowing into James 
River, a few miles below Richmond. The first iron works were located 
here. The visit of Ed. Gibson, the physician, must have been before 
the Massacre, as the place was abandomed for several years after that 
event. 
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administered Phisick to eu'y of the p'sons specified 

the[n ?] went & did that Cure vppon Fossett" who was 

farre spent with the droppsie cominge downe to 

wch Capt. Martin & there spent 3 weeks 

that cure, and not the one of these his patients misc[arried ?] 

Itt is ordered that the goods of Capt Thorpes pay his debt 
vnless it 

shall forth appeare that any of the Company of Berkeley Hun- 
dredth 

the Come they to satisfie it or if they had 
p'miscuously they to be paid by Capt. Thorp & they t 
no way conceiving that this letter vnd'r Sr George 
hand bindeth him to the paym'nt thereof 

Willm Andrews* aged about 25 or 26 yeers Sworne 

sayth that he helped to carried a barrell of Corne to Capt Nat 

wch Thomas Harris lent him and beside that he lent 

all the yeare till corne was gathered but how much it 

not 

Capt. Willm Tucker* swore and examined saith that 

att the bargain makinge but he heard lieutennt Gibbs 

Mr. Thomas Hamar had from him foure cowes & a bull 

was to make good that the Cows should have four Calfs -livinge 

for wch Capt W 

for a yeare 

was to pay iooo" tob: the bgaine was aboute 
1622. 



"Thomas Fossett, living at West and Shirley Hundred, February, 
1623. He was Burgess for Martin's Hundred, October, 1629 (when the 
list gives his name as Fawcett), March, 1629-30 and possibly in 1639. 

"William Andrews was living on the Eastern Shore in February, 
1623. On March 14, 1628, as William Andrews of Accomac, planter, he 
was granted 100 acres. Later he was a militia officer and magistrate of 
Northampton county and died in 1655. See this Magazine, II, 69, 70. 

! * Captain William Tucker of Elizabeth City, member of the Council 
and long a prominent man in the Colony. 
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[9] 

These 4 Cowes & the bull were att Flourdieu hundreth" where C 
Gibbs lived and had the use of them whereof 2 of them dyed & 
one of them was s 

by the Indians & the bull was drownd swiminge ou' to se 
hundreth & was eaten these 

Itt is ordered that Capt. Francis West" & Capt. Isack M[adison]" 
shall produce what witnesses they can in the behalf of 
Livetent Gibbs that they may be examined befor Sr. Geor 
Yeardley att Flourdieu hundreth & the tryall to be mad 
the 20th cf this month. 

A Court held the 9th of March 1623 psent Capt. 
Francis West Mr. Treasurer doctor John Potts 
Capt. Raph Hamar. 

Richard Grove aged about 28 sworne and examined saith that 
that (sic) He was bound to Mr. Proctor* att the first but after- 
ward 

he was shiped the exam, demandinge of Mr. Home where his 
was Mr. Home said that he this was the man that Mr. Proctor 
appointed Mr. Home 

"Now known as Flower-de-Hundred, on James River in Prince 
George county. 

"Francis West, brother of Lord Delaware and Governor of Virginia, 
1627-29. See this Magazine, XI, 359, 360. 

"Captain Isaac Madison came to Virginia as a surveyor in 1607 or 
1608 In 1620 he went to England to make complaints against Governor 
Yeardley, but soon returned and was actively engaged against the In- 
dians after the Massacre. He was appointed member of Council in 
1624, but died in that year before taking his seat. His wife was named 
Mary. 

"John Procter, brother of Thomas Procter, citizen and haberdasher 
of London (who was also a ship owner and traded with Virginia), 
received a patent from the Virginia Company on July 5, 1623. His first 
grant was near the Falls and was abandomed at the time of the Mas- 
sacre. During his absence in March, 1622, his wife with her servants 
bravely defended their house against the Indians. At the date of the 
court order the Procters were living on the south side of the river, not 
far from Jamestown. Henry Home was a neigbhor. 
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that he should have, but bad Mr. Home say nothinge tho 

till they were aboard, and that this examinett was 

for Mr. Homes servant all the vioadge at Sea 

since they came ashore w'ch he new heard affer 

contradicted by Mr. Proctor and further saith that Mr. 

said since they came to James Citty if Mr. Home & this ex were 

agreed he should be Mr. Homes 

Phetty place Close aged about 30 sworne and examined sai 
that Mr. Proctor hath acknowledged that the goodes that were 
Mr. Home demandeth of Mr. Proctor are Mr. Homes 

Tho: Flower aged about 20 yeares Sworne and examined sai 
that Mr. Home had furnished a man to come for this Countrie 
& when they were ready to come away he told Mr. Proctor 
that his man was sicke, to wch Mr. Proctor said that he take 
no care for a man if you wilbe ruled by me youe shall 
have one of my men when we come to Virginia 

Itt is agreed by the consent of both pties that Thomas Flow 
shalbe assigned ou' to Henery Horn for 3 yeares 
provided that if the said Henery Home do propose to giue 
him out or assigne him to another Mr. Proctor s 
haue the refusell of him payeing as an other will 
Pro is ready to d yones. 



[10] 

and if there hapne to be any difference betwixt them in theire 
accompt they are both agreed that John Smith & John B 
shall devide them 

A Court helld the nth of March 1623 p'sent 
Frances Wyatt knight Governor &c Mr. Treasurer 
Capt Smith Capt Hamar & Mr. Pountes etc 

speeches 
the ex' conc'ning Capt. Quailes M being red 

n Nothing more is known of this carpenter-captain or why he received 
such a severe punishment. Such military punishments were not without 
example. In 1619, the Assembly, finding that Captain Henry Spilman 
had spoken disrespectfully of the Governor to Opecancanough, ordered 
that he be degraded at the head of his troop and serve the Colony with- 
out compensation as interpreter. 
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Itt is ordered that Richard Quaile his Commission shalbe Com- 

a[nded ?] 

from him & he igominiously degraded from 

his degree of Capt. his sword broken and he sent out o[f ] 

the port of James Citty with an ax on his shoulder afterwards to 

be brought in agai[n] 

by the name of Richard Quaile, Carpenter And that he sha[ll] 

sett vppon the pillory w'th his eares nayled thereto they either 

to be 

cutt of or redeemed by payinge the fine of ioo" sterli 

A Court held the 12th of March 1623 p'sent Sr Franc 
Wyatt knight Govern' & Mr. Treasurer Doctor Pott Capt 
Smith Capt Raph Hamar & Mr. Powntis 
Itt is ordered that notice shall be given in the Church that eury 
Munday a Court shall be 

kept to heare Causes and that men that have any busines 
shall attend that day for theire d'spaches 
Doctor Jhon Pott examined and sworne saith that he did 
condicon wth Capt Wm. Holmes to giue him one hundre[d] 

6 three score waight of tobacco for those 3 chests of 
physick wc stood at Capt. Holmes his dore & either 
one of the chests or an hogshead vpon condicon tha 
nothing in the chests imbesiled or spoiled sine 

he saw them last till the tyme of this agreemt wc 

this examinate taketh to be about the end of 

Novem last 

Itt is agreed betwixt them that Dor Pott shall give him one of 

Chests & one hundredth & threescore pounds of tobacco 

the payment of the tobacco Capt. Holmes is [faded] 

7 gallons of Sacke wch is a conclusion of all [faded] 
accompt betwixt them. 



A Courte Booke begunn the xvij th of January 1624 



[12] 

[Blank] 

(to be continued.) 



